














































THE SIEGE OF PETERSBURG. 

to advance. The delay thus occasioned enabled the Confed
erates to collect a force sufficient to defend the breach. 

General Lee, who had been early apprised of the disaster, 
sent Colonel Venable of his staff to hasten forward troops 
from other parts of the line. This energetic officer first found 
General Mahone, whose division was already under arms, and 
instructed him to proceed to the threatened point. Mahone 
rapidly advanced, and on reaching the crater promptly formed 
a cordon of bayonets and took decisive steps to expel the Fed
eral forces that had effected a lodgment upon the Confeder
ate works. Mahone's forces were rapidly reinforced by other 
troops, and the fighting now became desperate. The Federals, 
who had for some time been delayed, pushed forward with great 
resolution and with the determination to counteract the effects 
of the blunder that had been made in the first assault. But 
all their efforts were unavailing, and by ten 0' clock they were 
driven .ack within their own lines. 

The mine, instead of opening the gate to victory, had proved 
a sepulchre. General Grant lost 5000 men in his attempt to 
pass the breach. Although the distance between the hostile 
breastworks was barely a hundred yards, only a few of the 
Federals succeeded in establishing themselves on the Confed
erate works. The only advantage to the Federals was in the 
blowing up of 200 Confederates and the killing and wounding 
of a few hundreds more. The men thus lost by the Confed
erates could never be replaced, and to this extent General Grant 
saw himself a step nearer the end. 

Generals Lee and Beauregard were eye-witnesses of the gal
lant defence of the breach and the signal repulse of the enemy. 
Colonel Weisiger, whose brigade encircled the crater, repelled 
the enemy with great determination, and his gallantry won for 
him the grade of brigadier-general. Captain Gerrardy, for 
his gallant conduct, received a similar promotion, while the 
names of Lieutenant-colonels John Haskell, Pegram, and 
many others of the artillery obtained prominence in the roll 
~h~oc • 

Critical remarks in reference to the strategic bearings of this 
mining operation are perhaps uncalled for. The mine itself 
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THE SIEGE OF PETERSBURG. 

Bluff, where he would find houses occupied, I thought, by 
Major Dick Taylor (Walter's brother) and Colonel Jack Maury 
and others connected with the heavy and stationary artillery. 
He replied in his quiet, punctuating way of talking, as if 
weighing each word, 'Well, Colonel Carter, if I turn those 
gentlemen out of their rooms, where will they sleep 1'-' On 
the ground,' I replied at once, 'like the rest of the annyj' 
and I added, what I knew to be literally true, 'They will be 
deligll/ed to give up their rooms to you. ,,_, None of your 
blarney, Colonel Carter-none of your blarney, sir,' he replied 
with a smile. Though not sure of it, I think he went there, 
but I am sure if he went the rooms were given up with delight. 

"When the infantry was hurrying to the support of Fitz 
Lee's cavalry at Spottsylvania Court-house, as each division 
arrived it would form into line on the right of its predecessor. 
I happened to be near General Lee when a few bullets cut the 
limbs and struck the ground near him. Some general-I for
get who-said, 'General, this is no place for you i do go away 
at once to a safe place.' He replied, with a half-complaining 
smile and manner, 'I wish I knew where my place is on the 
battlefield: wherever I go some one tells me it is not the pla~ 
for me to be.' But he was always deeply touched by these 
indications of the devotion of his anny and people to him." 

An incident somewhat analogous to that ju~t related, but 
indicating a different and very noble phase of General 'Lee's 
character, is told by an officer who was present on the occa
sion. General Lee was visiting a battery on the lines below 
Richmond, and the soldiers, inspired by their affection for 
him, gathered near him in a group that attracted the enemy's 
fire. Turning toward them, he said, ill his qu iet manner, 
"Men, you had better go farther to the rearj they are firing 
tip here, and YOll are exposing yourselves to unnecessary 
danger." 

The men drew back, but General Lee, as if unconscious of 
danger to himself, walked across the yard, picked up some 
small object from the ground, and placed it upon the limb of 
a tree above his head. It was afterward perceived that the 
object for which he had thus risked his life was a'l 1m./ledged 
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